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 TOWN OF WOODSIDE               
  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA                      November 27, 2007 
Independence Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, Woodside                      7:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 Persons wishing to address the Council on any matter not on the posted agenda are 

invited to do so.  Please note, however, that the Council is not able to 
undertake extended discussion or to act on non-agendized items.  Such items can 
be referred to staff for appropriate action, which may include placement on a 
future agenda.  This communication period is limited to five persons, three 
minutes each.  Any additional persons wishing to be heard will be scheduled at 
the end of Regular Business. 

 
NEW BUSINESS - A 
 
1. Resolution Declaring Results of Consolidated Municipal Election, November 

6, 2007. Resolution 2007 - ____  
 
ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE 
 

Administration of Oaths of Office to Councilmembers-elect Sue Boynton, 
David Burow, Peter Mason, and Ron Romines. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Commendation for Paul Goeld in Recognition of His Service as a Member of 
Woodside Town Council. 
 
Commendation for Pete Sinclair in Recognition of His Service as a Member 
of Woodside Town Council. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be 

approved by one roll call motion unless a request is made at the beginning of the 
meeting that an item be withdrawn or transferred to the regular agenda. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meetings of October 10, 2006, and October 

23, 2007, and Special Meetings of October 18, and October 29, 2007. 
(Approves minutes for specified Town Council meeting dates.) 

 
3. Monthly Financial Report for October, 2007 (Provides a status report on 

the Town’s finances as of October 31, 2007.) 
 
4. Monthly Investment Report for the Month of November, 2007 (Provides the 

Council a statement of interest income for the referenced month, pursuant 
to State law.) 

 
5. Acceptance of 2006-07 Audited Basic Financial Statements, Proposition 

111 Appropriations Limit Review, Memorandum on Internal Control 
Structure, and Town Manager’s Report on the Town’s 2006-07 Financial 
Self Assessment. (Transmits the referenced reports for acceptance and 
filing as part of the formal public record.) 

 
6. Approval of Conservation and Environmental Health Committee’s Request to 

Submit an Application with the State Department of Forestry for Tree City 
USA Designation/Recognition on Behalf of the Town 

 
7. Resolution Approving Vacation of a Ten-foot Wide Public Utility Easement 

at 376 Mountain Home Court. (The Council will decide whether it wishes to 
abandon this unneeded utility easement at the noted location.) 
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8. Resolution Modifying the Town’s Salary Schedule and Classification Plan. 

Resolution No. 2007 - ____ (Reclassifies the position of Assistant Town 
Manager by creating a multi-position range, allowing the position to be 
filled at any of several different levels of required experience and 
skills.)   

 
9. Approval of Waiver of Full Reading of Ordinances, per Government Code 

Section 36934 (Allows Ordinances to be introduced or adopted by the Town 
Council without the full ordinance language being read into the record.) 

 
NEW BUSINESS – B 
 
10. Report from the Woodside Fire Protection District on Ordinance 8 of the 

District’s Board of Directors Concerning Adoption of the 2006 
International Fire Code and 2007 California Amendments and Direction to 
Staff Regarding the Future Agendizing of this Ordinance before the Town 
Council. (The Fire Chief and Fire Marshall from the Woodside Fire 
Protection District will present key aspects of the newest version of 
the Fire Code to be adopted by the fire district’s Board of Directors 
and the Town Council will give direction to staff about the Council’s 
future consideration of the ordinance.) 

 
11. Introduction of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 150 of the Woodside 

Municipal Code, and Adopting by Reference the California Code of 
Regulations Title 24, 2007 Edition of the California Building Standards 
Code including the Following Parts: Part 1 California Administrative 
Code, Part 2 California Building Code including Selected Appendices, 
including Modifications Regarding Fire Retardant Roofing Materials and 
Automatic Fire Sprinklers, Part 3 California Electrical Code including 
Selected Appendices, Part 4 California Mechanical Code including 
Selected Appendices, Part 5 California Plumbing Code including Selected 
Appendices, Part 6 California Energy Code, Part 7 California Elevator 
Safety Construction Code; Part 8 California Historical Building Code, 
Part 10 2007 California Existing Building Code Appendix Chapter A1, Part 
12 California Referenced Standards, Uniform Code for the Abatement of 
Dangerous Buildings (1997 Edition), Portions of the Uniform Housing Code 
(1997 Edition), and Portions of the 2001 California Building Code. (In 
the first of two meetings to discuss the proposed ordinance and 
referenced code adoption, the Council will accept public input and 
discuss the impact of the Uniform Codes.) 

 
12. Report on the Status of Negotiations with the City of Redwood City 

Concerning the Affordable Housing Allocation of the Cañada College 
Housing Project and Possible Request for Town Council Direction. (The 
Planning Director and Councilmember Gordon will provide the Town Council 
with an update on the activities associated with the de-annexation of a 
portion of the college’s property from the Town and seek Council 
direction, as appropriate.) 

 
REPORTS 
 
13. Mayor and Councilmember Communications. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE TOWN CLERK AT (650) 851-6790.  NOTIFICATION IN 
ADVANCE OF THE MEETING WILL ENABLE THE TOWN TO MAKE REASONABLE ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE 
ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT PURSUANT TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S OPEN MEETING RULES, THIS MEETING IS BEING AUDIO 
TAPED. 
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
 

Report to Town Council                              Agenda Item 1 
From: Janet Koelsch, Town Clerk                 November 27, 2007 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION DECLARING RESULTS OF CONSOLIDATED MUNICIPAL 

ELECTION, NOVEMBER 6, 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council adopt the attached 
resolution declaring the results of the November 6, 2007, 
Consolidated Municipal Election. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The San Mateo County Clerk has certified the results of the 
November 6, 2007, Consolidated Municipal Election for four seats 
on the Woodside Town Council.  Before the Councilmembers-elect 
can be sworn in, the currently seated Town Council must certify 
and declare the results of the election by adoption of the 
appropriate resolution. Following the adoption of the attached 
resolution, the four new members will take the Oath of Office. 
 
 
 
Attachment 
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 TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
 
Report to Town Council                                                                                   Agenda Item 3 
From: Susan George, Town Manager                                                          November 27, 2007  
 
SUBJECT: MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR OCTOBER OF 2007  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council review and accept the Monthly Financial Report for 
October of 2007. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Monthly Financial Report for October, 2007, has been prepared pursuant to the Town 
Council’s Financial Management Policies. It has been prepared by utilizing the fund balance 
reports and the detailed fund reports, as of October 31, 2007.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Town’s financial performance is within expected ranges as of the end of the first four 
months of the fiscal year. The key highlights include: 
 
• The Town's cash position for all funds as of October 31, 2007, was $7,752,211. The cash 

balances for the year have been: 
 

AS OF CASH BALANCE 
07/31/07 $9,247,733 
08/31/07 $8,655,479 
09/30/07 $8,129,141 
10/31/07 $7,752,211 

 
Cash balances at October 31, 2006, were $6,692,556. The Town’s cash balances are very 
healthy, negating the need for any cash flow borrowing. 

 
• Total expenditure activity for all of the Town's funds, including interfund transfers, was 

$3,131,711, or 33.1% of the total annual budget. By month, and compared to fiscal year 
2006-07, the following expenditures have occurred: 

 
 

MONTH 2007-08 2006-07

July 354,527$          2,262,738$       

August 955,974           570,918           

September 1,014,416        1,247,188        

October 806,794           638,342           

Total to Date 3,131,711$       4,719,186$       

Total Budget 9,452,596$       12,985,768$     

% of Budget 33.1% 36.3%
 

 
The current year’s expenditure level is well within expected and acceptable ranges.  
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• Total revenues, including interfund transfers, for the first four months were $1,192,069 or 
16.1% of annual anticipated revenues. This rate is within the range of normal revenue 
receipt patterns. By month, and compared to fiscal year 2006-07 patterns, the following 
revenues have been received: 

  
MONTH 2007-08 2006-07

July 103,971$          119,507$          

August 185,765           289,883           

September 492,290           871,598           

October 410,043           336,149           

Total 1,192,069$       1,617,137$       

Total Budget 7,409,898$       9,886,024$       

% of Budget 16.1% 16.4%
 

 
Attachment A to this report presents summaries by fund of revenues and expenditures 
through October 31, 2007, compared to budget. 

 
The General Fund as of October 31, 2007 

 
• By category of revenue and expenditure, the General Fund has experienced the following 

financial activity through the first four months of the fiscal year: 
 

2007-08

Adopted 10/31/2007

Category Budget Actual % of 

($000) ($000) Total

Revenues

Property Taxes 2,339.2         8.3                     

Sales Taxes 368.7            114.8                 

Transfer Taxes 130.0            27.9                   

Franchise Fees 305.1            33.0                   

Business Licenses 136.0            34.9                   

Fees & Permits 720.0            290.4                 

Interest Income 150.0            64.0                   

Other Agencies 547.5            -                      

Charges for Service 115.0            66.3                   

Interfund Transfers 202.9            50.7                   

Other Revenue 23.0              2.6                     

Total 5,037.4         692.9                 13.8%

Expenses

Salaries & Benefits 2,281.5         635.4                 

Services & Supplies 2,003.2         698.5                 

Equipment/Capital 180.0            0.6                     

Road Fund Contribution 500.0            -                      

Other Contributions 152.5            9.4                     

Total 5,117.2         1,343.9              26.3%

Net Position (79.8)             (651.0)                
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• The 2006-07 General Fund expenditure and revenue pattern thus far has been:  
 

MONTH REVENUES EXPENDITURES NET POSITION

July 83,939$           259,659$                    (175,720)$              

August 230,012           241,121                     (11,109)

September 212,669 543,436 (330,767)

October 166,315 299,720 (133,405)

Total to Date 692,935$          1,343,936$                 (651,001)$              

Total Budget 5,037,367$       5,117,154$                 (79,787)$                

% of Budget 13.8% 26.3%
 

 
As of the end of the first four months, there are no unusual General Fund revenue or 
expenditure patterns to report. The General Fund is in its usual dry period as far as cash 
flow is concerned, with expenditures running ahead of revenues until the first property 
taxes are received. Despite the current operating cash flow imbalance, the General Fund 
had cash on hand at October 31, 2007 of almost $3 million, well above the level required 
by the Town Council’s Financial Management Policies.  

 
The current year’s performance reflects normal patterns for this period in the fiscal year 
and is tracking within anticipated budgeted ranges. For comparison purposes, as of 
October 31, 2006, the General Fund had experienced revenues of $593,380 and 
expenditures of $3,178,905, which was 12.8% and 44.5% of budget, respectively. 
 
Attachment B to this report includes summaries of General Fund expenditure performance 
by department as of October 31, 2007. It highlights significant trends or variances, for the 
Town Council's review. 

 
Appropriation Adjustments 
 
No appropriation adjustments are proposed at this time. Attachment C provides a summary of 
approved 2007-08 adjustments to date.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
No new trends have surfaced since the Town Council’s First Quarterly Budget Review in 
October. The next comprehensive budget review will be undertaken in January with the 2007-
08 Mid-year Budget Review.  
 
 
Attachments 
 
 



TOWN OF WOODSIDE ATTACHMENT A
2007-08 AS OF 10/31/2007
ALL FUNDS

REVENUES REVENUES EXPENSES EXPENSES
BUDGET ACTUAL % OF TOTAL BUDGET ACTUAL % OF TOTAL

FUND

 
101 - GENERAL 5,037,367 692,935 13.8% 5,117,154 1,343,936 26.3%
105 - TRAILS 75,500 33,624 44.5% 75,500 20,135 26.7%
120 - OPEN SPACE 0 (4) -- 0 0 --
135 - RECREATION 91,900 45,330 49.3% 95,248 43,044 45.2%
150 - BARKLEY O&M 80,000 402 0.5% 80,000 5,600 7.0%
151 - BARKLEY CONSTRUCTION RESERVE 35,000 463 1.3% 0 0 --
204 - TRAFFIC SAFETY 32,200 8,324 25.9% 27,700 22,823 82.4%
206 - GAS TAX CONSTRUCTION 29,100 7,186 24.7% 28,970 9,422 32.5%
207 - GAS TAX MAINTENANCE 82,600 23,476 28.4% 95,706 26,815 28.0%
210 - MEASURE A 747,300 73,513 9.8% 987,824 89,234 9.0%
242 - ROAD IMPACT FEE 382,500 178,050 46.5% 557,554 180,557 32.4%
243 - PUBLIC SAFETY GRANT 100,500 (183) -0.2% 100,500 43,334 43.1%
244 -CLEEP 0 0 -- 43,000 37,600 --
250 - LIBRARY OPERATIONS 60,000 13,574 22.6% 129,567 20,628 15.9%
365 - BARKLEY PARK CONSTRUCTION 0 0 -- 1,350,000 891,438 --
428 - TC PUMP RESERVE 750 239 31.9% 0 0 --
429 - TC PUMP DEBT 148,547 1,258 0.8% 148,547 143,013 96.3%
441 - WR/WHR PAD DEBT RSRV.99 2,000 782 0.0% 0 0 --
450 - WR/WHR PAD DEBT 132,576 (422) -0.3% 132,576 97,392 73.5%
525 - CANADA SEWER 9,618 307 3.2% 26,664 2,550 9.6%
528 - SEWER UTILITY 162,000 4,816 3.0% 165,302 49,481 29.9%
529 - TC PUMP SEWER 5,000 6,221 124.4% 86,933 3,015 3.5%
537 - SEWER CAPITAL 21,440 7,834 36.5% 29,851 10,290 34.5%

 
TOTAL OPERATING 7,235,898 1,097,725 15.2% 9,278,596 3,040,307 32.8%

  
900 - DEPOSITS 174,000 94,344 54.2% 174,000 91,404 52.5%

  
TOTAL 7,409,898 1,192,069 16.1% 9,452,596 3,131,711 33.1%

    
    

  
  

 



GENERAL FUND BY DEPARTMENT AS OF 10/31/2007 ATTACHMENT B-1
 

BUDGET ACTUAL % OF TOTAL
TOWN COUNCIL
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 30,350.00 14,157.24 46.6%
TOTAL 30,350.00 14,157.24 46.6%

  
ADMINISTRATION   
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 724,476.00 203,529.59 28.1%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 306,036.00 139,315.79 45.5%
TOTAL 1,030,512.00 342,845.38 33.3%

  
PLANNING AND BUILDING    
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 1,319,400.00 362,170.91 27.4%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 213,400.00 92,307.70 43.3%
TOTAL 1,532,800.00 454,478.61 29.7%

   
   

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS   
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 17,428.00 5,624.99 32.3%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 121,000.00 31,553.24 26.1%

   EQUIP/CAPITAL 150,000.00 0.00 0.0%
TOTAL 288,428.00 37,178.23 12.9%

  
TOWN-WIDE OVERHEAD   
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 54,000.00 8,672.63 16.1%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 275,310.00 180,646.40 65.6%
  EQUIPMENT 30,000.00 584.06 1.9%
TOTAL 359,310.00 189,903.09 52.9%

 
SAFETY SERVICES  
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 1,034,621.00 236,699.00 22.9%
TOTAL 1,034,621.00 236,699.00 22.9%

TRAILS
  TRANSFERS OUT 37,500.00 9,375.00 25.0%
TOTAL 37,500.00 9,375.00 25.0%

  
PUBLIC WORKS  
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 166,183.00 55,464.76 33.4%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 22,450.00 3,834.50 17.1%
  TRANSFERS OUT 500,000.00 0.00 0.0%
TOTAL 688,633.00 59,299.26 8.6%

BARKLEY O&M
  TRANSFERS OUT 115,000.00 0.00 0.0%
TOTAL 115,000.00 0.00 0.0%

  
TOTAL FUND  
  SALARIES/BENEFITS 2,281,487.00 635,462.88 27.9%
  SERVICES/SUPPLIES 2,003,167.00 698,513.87 34.9%
  EQUIP/CAPITAL 180,000.00 584.06 0.3%
  TRANSFERS OUT 652,500.00 9,375.00 1.4%
TOTAL 5,117,154.00 1,343,935.81 26.3%

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Attachment B-2 

GENERAL FUND BY DEPARTMENT     
AS OF 10/31/07 
  
GENERAL COMMENTS: 
  
1. As of October 31, 2007, 33.3% of the fiscal year had elapsed. 
  
2. For Salaries and Benefits, expenditures should be at about 30.0% of budget. As of October 31, 

2007, 7.8 of 26 pay periods had been completed. 
  
3. Equipment purchases are not made on any set schedule, so the expenditure performance 

varies. 
  
4. Transfers between funds are generally done on a quarterly basis or as cash flow needs arise 

and are completed by the end of June of each year. 
  
DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS: 
  
Administration: This departmental budget is within expected expenditure levels.  
  
Planning and Building: This departmental budget is generally within expected expenditure levels.  
  
Buildings and Grounds: This departmental budget is within expected expenditure levels.  
  
Town-Wide Overhead: This budget includes expenditures such as the insurance premium with 
ABAG PLAN, which was paid in July. This budget is within expected levels.  
  
Safety Services: Most of this budget goes to support the contract for police services with the 
Sheriff's Office. As of October 31, 2007, one quarter’s billing had been submitted by the County. 
 
Trails: See Note 4. 
  
Public Works: This departmental budget is within expected expenditure levels. 
 
Barkley Fields and Park: See Note 4.  
 



ATTACHMENT C 

 1

2007-08 APPROVED 
APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENTS 

 
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

10/23/07 FIRST QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW
 • Increase General Fund (101) transfer appropriations to provide  $    100,000
 funds for  recruitment, Town Attorney, and contract planner services 
 • Establish Law Enforcement Equipment Fund (244) appropriation  $     43,000
 for purchase of in-car video cameras 
 • Establish Barkley Fields and Park Construction Fund (365) $ 1,350,000
 project appropriations to support final construction billings 

 Source: Unappropriated fund balances 
 Resolution 2007-6655
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
 

Report to Town Council                                                                                            Agenda Item 4 
From: Susan George, Town Manager                                                             November 27, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER, 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council review and accept this report. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Town Treasurer (whose duties have been delegated to the Town Manager) is required by 
State law to report to the Town Council on the investment activities of the Town. This report has 
been prepared in accordance with that requirement.  
 
The Town only receives investment income from the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF), 
which is managed and administered by the State of California’s Treasurer. This investment 
income is received on a quarterly basis, for the quarters ending March 31st, June 30th, 
September 30th, and December 31st. The Town receives an investment income statement and 
the cash from the State in the month following the end of the involved quarter. Thus, such 
revenue is actually received in July, October, January, and April. The July receipt is recognized 
on an accrual basis as June revenue for the previous fiscal year. Thus, to date in 2007-08, one 
quarter’s interest has been received. 
 

 Month Interest Rate QTD FYTD
July -                     
August -                    
September -                      

Quarter Total -                       -                  
October 112,818.15     5.24   
November -                    
December -                     

Quarter Total 112,818.15          112,818.15     
January   
February -                    
March -                     

Quarter Total -                       112,818.15     
April   
May -                    
June -                   

Quarter Total -                       112,818.15     
Total 112,818.15$    112,818.15$        112,818.15$     

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This report is provided to the Town Council each month to meet State reporting requirements.  
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
Report to Town Council                                                                                                         Agenda Item 5 
From: Susan George, Town Manager                                                                              November 27, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF 2006-07 AUDITED BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, PROPOSITION 111 

APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT REVIEW, MEMORANDUM ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE, 
AND TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT ON THE TOWN’S 2006-07 FINANCIAL SELF ASSESSMENT 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council accept into the public record the 2006-07 Basic Financial 
Statements, Proposition 111 Appropriations Limit Review, Memorandum on Internal Control Structure, and 
the Town Manager’s Report on the Town’s Financial Self Assessment for 2006-07. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The annual audit was conducted during a three-week period in August of this year. The Town’s 
independent audit firm, Maze & Associates, transmitted the various reports for the 2006-07 fiscal year to 
the Town in October of 2007. This is the fourth year that the Town’s financial statements have been issued 
in accordance with Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 34 (GASB 34). Note 2B to the 
Basic Financial Statements describes the impact of GASB 34 on the presentation of financial information. 
Besides the impact upon this presentation, GASB 34 also requires the financial manager of the 
governmental agency to provide Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A). The MD&A can be found 
beginning at page 3 in the attached financial statements. This twenty-two page narrative overview of the 
results of the Town’s fiscal operations is written by the Town Manager. It explains critical financial events 
and attempts to address questions that may arise during the casual reader’s examination of the Basic 
Financial Statements. The key points of emphasis for 2006-07 include: 
 
X The Town’s total net assets increased by over $4.7 million during 2006-07, attributable primarily to 

three factors, including the receipt of about $1.2 million from the County of San Mateo in 
settlement of all outstanding claims concerning prior years’ Tax Equity Allocation funds, the 
addition of the Barkley Fields and Park construction-in-progress to the Town’s capital assets 
account, and the retirement of the Town’s $1,846,531 in General Fund debt. Net assets are 
defined as total assets, net of debt. 

 
X Cash fund balances for the Town’s governmental funds were $7.1 million as of June 30, 2007. 

 
X The General Fund reserve was just over $3.7 million as of June 30, 2007, well in excess of the level 

mandated by the Town Council’s Financial Management Policies. 
 
X Note 7 to the Basic Financial Statements reports the repayment of all outstanding General Fund 

debt. 
 
X The Town was able to overcome the problem it experienced in 2005-06 with its legal appropriation 

limit through the repayment of the General Fund debt and the outlay of funds for the Barkley 
Fields and Park construction project.   

 
This last point merits additional discussion. All governmental agencies in the State of California are 
subject to an Appropriation Limit, pursuant to California State Constitution Article XIIIB. The 
Appropriation Limit was mandated in 1979 by voter-approved Proposition 4, also known as the Gann 
Limit. The Appropriations Limit is adopted each year by the Town Council, using approved adjustment 
factors to the prior year’s limit. The original limit was based upon the Town’s proceeds of taxes in the 
base year of 1978-79. Article XIIIB requires the Town to determine its proceeds of taxes each year and 
compare the total to the adopted Appropriations Limit. If the total proceeds of taxes are less than the 
limit, then the Town is in compliance. If the total exceeds the limit, then one of three possible actions 
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must be taken to come into compliance: (1) the Town Council may request a majority of the voters to 
approve an override to temporarily increase the Appropriations Limit for a period not to exceed four 
years; (2) the Town may return the amount of excess proceeds of taxes to the taxpayers either through 
lower tax rates or lower user fees; or (3) the Town may carryover the excess into the next fiscal year, 
as long as it will be below the Appropriations Limit by an amount equal to or greater than the excess 
amount experienced in the year under review. 

 
The Town’s Adopted Appropriation Limit for 2005-06 was $2,988,872. The Appropriation Limit is actually a 
limit on tax proceeds and not on appropriations per se. In order to determine where the Town is in 
relationship to its limit, all actual proceeds of taxes must first be calculated (including property taxes, 
sales taxes, real property transfer taxes, and funds allocated by the State). This total is then adjusted 
downward by an amount equal to the cost of qualified capital projects and debt service. The resulting 
number is then compared to the Appropriation Limit. In 2005-06, the Town’s net “proceeds of taxes” was 
$3,820,497, $831,625 over the adopted limit. The auditors booked an accrued liability of this amount and 
reduced total property tax receipts for the fiscal year to reflect the fact that until the Town remedies the 
fact of the excess, the funds are not yet earned. The Town exceeded its limit in 2005-06 because of the 
extraordinary level of property taxes received from the County of San Mateo when it corrected its practices 
and came into compliance with the Tax Equity Act (TEA). The Town received a one-time windfall of $1.6 
million of prior year property taxes, which caused the problem with the Appropriation Limit. 
 
For 2006-07, the Town’s Appropriation Limit was $3,125,762. The total “proceeds of taxes” was 
$5,602,162, offset by $2,365,356 in qualified capital project costs and $1,915,332 in debt service, for net 
proceeds of taxes of $1,321,474, sufficiently under the Appropriation Limit of $3,125,762 to “absorb” the 
2005-06 excess. Future year projections reveal no further issues with the Appropriation Limit.    
 
Included as Attachment A is the Town Manager’s Report on the Town’s Financial Self Assessment, which 
was completed in compliance with the Town Council’s seventeenth Financial Management Policy, which 
states: 
 
 “The Town’s compliance with these Financial Management Policies will be assessed on an 

annual basis as part of the annual audit and presentation of the audited General Purpose 
Financial Statements and Management Letter.” 

 
The Town’s Audit Committee will receive copies of the same materials currently being transmitted to the 
Town Council. The Committee has not provided a report to the Town Council since July of 2004, when it 
reported on the 2002-03 audited financial statements. The MD&A included with the published Basic 
Financial Statements is in effect a more comprehension version of prior years’ Audit Committee Reports.  
   
CONCLUSION 
 
It is appropriate for the Town Council to accept these various reports at this time so that they become a 
part of the formal public record, available for public review. 
 
 
Attachments   
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
 

Report to Town Council                                                                                                   Agenda Item 6 
From: Susan George, Town Manager                                                                         November 27, 2007 
 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE’S 

REQUEST TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY 
FOR TREE CITY USA DESIGNATION/RECOGNITION ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council approve the Conservation and Environmental Health 
Committee’s request to submit an application to the State Department of Forestry that the Town of 
Woodside be designated as a “Tree City USA” as established by the National Arbor Day Foundation. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Conservation and Environmental Health Committee has long been desirous of securing “Tree City 
USA” status for the Town. In 1999, the Town Council authorized the Committee to submit an 
application on behalf of the Town. Although that application process was not successful, the 
Committee gained insight into the process and has been working to strengthen the Town’s position in 
the ensuing years. Key among the activities that the Committee has spearheaded was the adoption by 
the Town Council earlier this year of a Tree Protection Ordinance.  
 
The National Arbor Day Foundation, in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service and the National 
Association of State Foresters, recognizes towns and cities across the country that meet the standards 
of the TREE CITY USA program. The program is designed to recognize those communities that 
effectively manage their public tree resources and encourages the implementation of community tree 
management based on four TREE CITY USA standards. The four standards are: 
 
V A Tree Board or Department. 
V A Community Tree Ordinance. 
V A Community Forestry Program with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita. 
V An Arbor Day Observation and Proclamation. 

 
Staff is working with representatives of the Committee to ensure the Town’s compliance with these 
standards. The application must be made to the State Department of Forestry by December 31st.  The 
State will evaluate the application and forward it to the National Arbor Day Foundation. The Town will 
receive notice by February 15, 2008, whether it qualifies for the requested recognition. The Town 
Manager will execute the application on behalf of the Town.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In order for the Conservation and Environmental Health Committee to once again seek TREE CITY USA  
designation for the Town, the Town Council’s approval to submit an application to the State 
Department of Forestry is necessary.  
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Meeting Date: November 27, 2007            Agenda Item: 7     
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Approved By: Susan George, Town Manager 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE VACATION OF A TEN-FOOT WIDE 

PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AT 376 MOUNTAIN HOME COURT 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location: 376 Mountain Home Court 
 
APN: 072-190-830 
 
Property Owner: Edward and Karen Gilhuly 
 

 
OVERVIEW 
The applicant is seeking to vacate an existing ten foot wide public utility easement.  This 
easement is not currently utilized by any utility companies.  In accordance with Sections 65400 
– 65403 of the California Government Code, the Town Council may vacate the easement 
provided that the Planning Commission has determined that the requested vacation is in 
conformity with the adopted General Plan.  At its meeting of July 31, 2007, the Planning 
Commission made a finding of General Plan consistency. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Town Council accept public input on the request and, if the Council 
finds the proposed vacation acceptable, that it adopt the attached resolution approving the 
request. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The subject property originally had a ten foot wide public utility easement that ran along a 
former southern property line.  The easement created a connection between Mountain Home 
Court and Parcel 3: Lands of Cook.  The Cooks have submitted a letter indicating support for 
the request. 
 
Additionally, at its meeting of April 4, 2007, the Planning Commission approved a lot line 
adjustment which modifies things such that the easement no longer runs along the property line.  
There are no utilities in the easement and all utility providers have provided documentation that 
they do not need the easement. 
 
Diagrams and legal descriptions of the easement vacation proposed by the applicant are 
included as Attachment 2. 
 
GENERAL PLAN 
Goal 1 of the Public Utilities Element of the General Plan is: 
 
“To assure that the occupants of the Woodside Planning Area have access to utility services of 
a quality and quantity which will protect their health and safety.” 
 
At its meeting of July 18, 2007, the Planning Commission found that given there are no utilities 
in the easements and no plans to install utilities in the easement, the requested vacation will not 
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